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secrated bread; and on the bishop's refusal to gratify them in their
unreasonable request, they banished him their dominions. These three
princes, after a reign of six years, going on an expedition against the
West-Saxons, were all three slain in battle. But, though the chief pro-
moters of paganism were taken off, their people, being inured again to
idolatry, did not return to the faith before the year 628, according to the
Saxon annals. St Mellitus passed over to France but soon returned, and
upon the death of St Laurence, in 619, was translated to the see of
Canterbury, being the third archbishop of that see. Whilst sick of the
gout he, by his prayers, stopped a furious conflagration which had already
laid no small part of that city in ashes, and which no hands had been able
to get under. He died April the 24th, 624. See Bede, Le Neve's Fasti,
Goscelin, and Capgrave.

The following feasts are celebrated on April 24:

SAINTS BONA and DODA, Abbesses, the latter a niece of St Bona and a faithful imitator of
her spirit and her virtues: ST FIDELIS OF SIGMARENGEN : THE GOOD THIEF, who confessed
Christ as he was dying: ST MELLITUS, Archbishop of Canterbury, a Roman abbot whom St
Gregory sent here in 601 to help St Augustine : and BLESSED ROBERT, first Abbot and founder
of the Benedictine monastery of Chaise-Dieu, in Auvergne,

APRIL 25

ST MARK, EVANGELIST, PATRON SAINT OF VENICE

[From Eusebius, St Jerom, &c., collected by Tillemont, t. ii. p. 89; Calmet, t viiv &c.]

ST MARK was of Jewish extraction. The style of his gospel abounding
with Hebrewisms shows that he was by birth a Jew, and that the Hebrew
language was more natural to him than the Greek. His acts say he was
of Cyrenaica, and Bede from them adds, of the race of Aaron. Papias,
quoted by Eusebius,1 St Austin, Theodoret, and Bede say he was con-
verted by the apostles after Christ's resurrection. St Irenaeus calls him
the disciple and interpreter of St Peter, and, according to Origen atid
St Jerom, he is the same Mark whom St Peter calls his son. By his office
of interpreter to St Peter, some understood that St Mark was the author
of the style of his epistles; others, that he was employed as a translator
into Greek or Latin of what the apostle had written is his own tongue,
as occasion might require it. St Jerom and some others take him to be
the same with that John, surnamed Mark, son to the sister of St Barnabas;
but it is generally believed they were different persons, and that the latter
was with St Paul in the East at the same time that the Evangelist was
at Rome or at Alexandria. According to Papias, and St Clement of
Alexandria, he wrote his gospel at the request of the Romans; who, as
they relate, desired to have that committed to writing which St Peter
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